The Association in Echocardiography, called the European Association of Echocardiography (EAE), was created from the Working Group on Echocardiography, which will now cease to exist de facto. This Association will develop and expand on the former Working Group's activities. The official kick-off of this association was at the occasion of the EuroEcho meeting held in Barcelona in December 2003. Fausto Pinto was confirmed as the President and Alan Fraser as the President-Elect, and all the previous nucleus members were confirmed in the new Board. Elections will be carried out during 2004 to fill the remaining positions in the Board resulting in a small expansion from 11 to 14 voting members.
The Association in Electrophysiology, called the European Heart Rhythm Association, was formed from the merger of the Working Groups on Pacing and Arrhythmias. Lukas Kappenberger was elected President of the Association on 15 October 2003. His mission will be, firstly, with the support of the Nucleus of the new Association, to define the scope of activities of the new European Heart Rhythm Association; and secondly, to develop the membership and also to give a structure to the Association and plan future meetings.
It is imperative now to get the Associations off to a flying start, and to help to build up their membership and continue to work towards creating reference organisations for echocardiography and electrophysiology in Europe. The ESC is happy to have the sub-specialty organisations within its structure and will make every effort to contribute to their success. The process is ongoing and other new Associations may emerge in the near future. Other reforms to the statutes of the ESC are expected in Munich 2004, which will reshape and consolidate the structure of the ESC and make it more effective in accomplishing its mission to reduce the burden of cardiovascular disease in Europe.
